


HANNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF A MEETING HELD ON 5 JANUARY 2026 AT 7.15PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL LANE, HANNINGTON


3333. Attendance and Acceptance of Apologies. Approval of Reasons for Absence.
Present: Chairman J Middleton, Vice Chairman L Wood, Councillors D Basford, R Horrocks, N Jenks & I Wilson.

Apologies: Councillor C Middleton. The Parish Council approved the reason for absence.

In Attendance:  the Clerk and 2 members of the public (Mr G Martin & Mrs K Wilson).

The meeting started 7.22pm due the Chairman running late.

3334. Parish Councillor – to sign/complete:
a) Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form and for any not received, determine when they shall be received.
b) Undertaking of Compliance with the Code of Conduct for Members
c) Electronic Service of Summons Consent Form
d) GDPR Security Compliance Checklist
e) Registrable Interests Form.

All paperwork was duly completed prior to the meeting and the Clerk to send the Registrable Interests to WNC.

3335. Dispensations received and granted.
There were no dispensations received and granted.

3336. Members Declaration of Interest for Items on the Agenda.
There were no members declaration of interest for items on the agenda.

3337. Public Forum - 15 minutes - with a maximum of 5 minutes per question.
There were no requests to speak at this point, however Mrs K Wilson had attended a recent meeting regarding the Solar Farm and would provide an update during item 3346.

3338. West Northants Councillor.
The WNC C Irving-Swift had telephoned the Clerk earlier in the day to send her apologies due to the bad weather and hoped to attend the March meeting.  She mentioned that the Council Tax was set to rise by 5% in April.  She will continue to work closely with the villages and hoped to try and reduce the amount of duplication of work within the Council itself.  The Parish Council had her support over the diversion of CT2 and she thanked the Councillors for all the work they did.

3339. Approve and Sign Minutes of the Meeting dated 1 December 2025.
The minutes for the meeting having previously been circulated were proposed by the Vice Chair and seconded by Councillor D Basford and signed by the Chairman.

3340. To review action taken on matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting (for information only).
The FOC allotment plots for Mr L Austin will be discussed under item 3344.
The posts would be discussed under item 3342.
Completion of the precept form will be discussed under item 3345.
The Clerk had uploaded the PC’s comments on 2025/4035 – holiday lets, Marston House Farm on the planning portal website.

3341. Correspondence:
(a) None.


3342. Review of Parish Assets: 
(a) Pocket Park – OK.  Both Councillors D Basford & N Jenks commented how well it looked following the recent works & villagers had been seen using it.
(b) Allotments - to include update on installation of posts – Mr L Austin had made a start on tidying up the site.
(c) Bus Shelter/BT kiosk – both OK.
(d) Mallards Wood – to include update on installation of post – OK.

The installation of the posts remains outstanding.

A question was raised as to whether anyone checked regularly on the defibrillator – as reported in the May 2025 minutes - Mr M Reeves had agreed to continue in this role.

3343. Report from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
There was nothing to report locally.

3344. Mr L Austin allotment plot – goodwill gesture.
The Chairman explained that Mr L Austin has been tidying up the vacant allotment plots and mowing the perimeter for which he receives no recompense.  He currently holds 6 plots and it was suggested by Councillor I Wilson that he receives 3 plots FOC for the 2026/27 season in recognition of the work done.  This was unanimously agreed by the Parish Council.

3345. Finalisation of the precept for 2026/27 £11,025 – completion of WNC form.
The Chairman & the Clerk signed the precept form requesting £11,025 as agreed in the previous meeting – the Clerk will send to WNC before the deadline of 14 January. The Clerk also informed the meeting, that WNC had issued confirmed taxbase figures for 2026/27 on 17 December – for Hannington this now showed that for each £100 of precept requested a band “D” property would pay 70p – prior year 69p – so whilst HPC is requesting the same level of precept as 2025/26, there will be a 1.45% for residents for the Hannington element.

3346. Green Hill Solar Project update (IW).
Mrs K Wilson had registered to attend the Planning Inspectorate meeting – they were to visit each site and she attended the one in Walgrave, along with c20 other people.  She was unable to attend the actual meeting but her prepared statement was read out by Linda Toohey who is spearheading Walgrave’s objections – emphasising the inconsistences in the information they have provided – cabling going through conservation ponds, the increase in the number of polecats – there are currently none on Northants, their preferred habitat being lowland forests & wetlands.  People who have registered have until March to put forward any comments.  

Both Councillors N Jenks & I Wilson referred to the plans/documentation as being very vague in actual details.  Councillor R Horrocks enquired if the Solar Farm company were setting up a “Community Fund” to help the local area as he had seen with similar projects elsewhere.

The Vice Chair will draft an article for Hannington Life to remind the villagers who had registered (following on from the 4 August 2025 meeting) to make any comments – for those that did not, contact HPC who had registered, to pass on their representations.

3347. Planning Application Update – S119 Diversion Order public bridleway CT8 (part) & 2025/4035 – holiday lets, Marston house Farm.  Updates on other Planning issues – Ash Tree (TPO) School Lane & re-alignment of footpath CT2 close to Red Lion House, School Lane.
WNC had approved 2025/4035 on 15 December 2025.

Councillor D Basford had heard from Definitive Map Officer, who had referred the matter to planning and WNC solicitors.  However, he had subsequently heard back that “The planning enforcement officer reviewed the situation and stated it wasn’t something they could enforce under planning”. A meeting has been arranged on 12 January at 12pm which Councillor D Basford, the Clerk will attend and potentially Councillor I Wilson and Mrs K Wilson – as Footpath Warden.  Part of the “diversion” is outside the planning application site.  Councillor D Basford has lodged a formal complaint against WN planning department regarding CT2 and WNC’s lack of action to remove blockages & the illegal diversion.  The delegated report attached to 2024/0964 shows the footpath is protected and any diversion requires approval and has requested why WNC will not be enforcing its’ own planning conditions.

3348. CIL money projects – purchase of new notice board/Pocket Park perimeter fencing & picnic tables.
It was hoped that the new notice board would be delivered this month.  Councillor D Basford will look into the cost of picnic benches made from recycled materials and obtain a quote for new fencing in the Pocket Park.  A question was raised as to whether a “kissing” gate was needed at the Pocket Park rather than a latch one.  In addition, there was a suggestion of getting or making bird/bat boxes that villagers can help assemble and install.

3349. Finance: 
(a) Approve expenditure items received.
It was agreed to pay the following invoices:
Lloyds Bank plc – bank charges	(25 Nov)			D/D		        £5.25
Lloyds Bank plc – bank charges	(28 Nov)			D/D		        £5.75
Mrs JP Friell – salary & expenses (Oct – Dec)			Chq 945	£1,081.11
HMR&C – Oct-Dec PAYE						Chq 946	   £234.60                            

The reconciled bank balance was £24,375.99 being General £15,896.08 Allotment deposits & Defibrillator replacement £600.00 and CIL £7,879.91 (from 28 April 2022 monies).

(b) Approve income received.
There was no income received since the last meeting.

(c) Oct – Dec 2025 – budget v actual and bank reconciliation.
The Clerk had previously circulated the figures which showed the actual expenditure for the nine months to 31 Dec was £9,110 against a budget of £10,340.  This was due to timing difference on the grass cuts & no monies spent on the allotments/pocket park (not covered by CIL)/diamond jubilee flower bed/mallard’s wood. The Clerk had also circulated details of the bank reconciliation/statement/payments/receipts, which was signed as accurate by Councillor D Basford and the Clerk.

3350. Hannington Life - items for inclusion in the next edition and any New Residents requiring Welcome Pack.
Councillor C Middleton had produced a draft copy for December, which was agreed by the Parish Council for publication subject to the inclusion of the Tote winner, the Village Hall looking for a new Treasurer & an update on the Green Hill Solar Farm.  Councillor R Horrocks agreed to take over the distribution of Hannington Life along Red House Lane.

3351. Councillors’ comments for consideration at next meeting.
There were no Councillors’ comments for consideration at the next meeting.  The Chairman also took the opportunity (due to his late arrival) to welcome Councillor R Horrocks onto the Parish Council.

3352. Date of next meeting:  2 February 2026.



	
